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'You can do whatever you want to do’

Archway Schools host Ich Annual Career and Technical Education Luncheon
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“It’s not just somewhere they
go during the day” Lafferty said.
“It really is a meaningful experi-
ence for them.”

Last week's luncheon also fea-
tured two alumni sharing words

It was one of the biggest
events of the year for Archway
Schools last week with the 12th

Annual Career and Technical
Education Luncheon.

The annual event was held at
the special needs school’s upper
school gymnasium to celebrate
the collaboration between Arch-
ways’ working students and
the local businesses that offer
on-and-off campus jobs to help
students prepare for their post-
graduation lives.

Since 1965, the nonprofit
Archway Programs organiza-
tion has served the needs of
thousands of South Jersey fam-
ilies with students who have
physical, neurological or emo-
tional disabilities.

Through the Career Educa-
tion Program started in 2007,
which serves Archway’a ppe
and Lower School
about 110 a de
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of encouragement with the
schools’ current students.

John King, who graduated in
2015, landed a job at Shoprite in
Hainesport pushing carts and
bagging groceries. King later
moved to Atlantic City and took
a similar job at another Shop-
Rite in Somers Point.

Sam Toney, a 2010 Archway
graduate and product of dozens
of foster homes in his life, told
students of his struggles grow-

ing up and the perseverance that
eventually led to him enrolling
at New Jersey City University
where he currently studies crim-
inal justice and plays basketball
for the Gothic Knights.

Speaking to the students be-
fore him, Toney said he was once
where the students are now, but
the students have plenty of staff
members to help them tremen-
dously as staff once helped him.

“You can do whatever you
want to do as long as you put
your mind to it, work hard,
strive hard and set goals for

yourself — you can do ;vhatgver
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that “first shot.”

“Somebody has got to give you
~a chance, and I really do have to
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